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Foreword 

 

 

This document compiles questions and answers regarding the provisions 

of Regulation (EU) No 2018/848 and its secondary legislation. 

 

This document is made available for information purposes only by the 

Commission services and is not a legally binding document. In the event 
of a dispute involving Union law, it is ultimately for the European Court of 

Justice to provide a definitive interpretation of the applicable Union Law. 

It is important to underline that replies are addressing specific written 
questions, which have been summarised in this document and must be 

read within the restricted context of each question. 

 

This document will be regularly updated and published on the website of 

the European Commission at the following address:  

 

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/farming/organic-farming/organics-

glance_en 

 

Last update: 28 April 2026 

The update of 28 April 2026 concerns the following: Chapter 1 Subject 

matter, scope and definitions: new questions 32, 33 and 34 concerning 

castor oil, cotton and truffles. Chapter 4.1. General Production Rules: new 
question 6 on storage of non-organic manure. Chapter 4.3 Livestock 

production rules: question 14 on grazing has been replaced. 
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1. SUBJECT MATTER, SCOPE, DEFINITIONS 

 

1) Can food supplements be organic? 

Food supplements are food in accordance with the definition provided for Article 2(j) 
of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 (General Food Law). Article 2(1) of Regulation (EU) 
No 2018/848 defines the scope of the organic legislation as applying to: “the 
following products originating from agriculture, including aquaculture and 
beekeeping, as listed in Annex I to the TFEU and to products originating from those 
products, where such products are, or are intended to be, produced, prepared, 
labelled, distributed, placed on the market, imported into or exported from the 
Union:  

(a) live or unprocessed agricultural products, including seeds and other plant 
reproductive material;  

(b) processed agricultural products for use as food;  

(c) feed.  

This Regulation also applies to certain other products closely linked to agriculture 
listed in Annex I to this Regulation, where they are, or are intended to be, produced, 
prepared, labelled, distributed, placed on the market, imported into or exported from 
the Union.” 

Hence, only food supplements produced from agricultural ingredients fall under the 

scope of the organic regulation and can be labelled as organic  

Food supplements produced from vitamins and minerals do not fall under the scope 

of the EU organic legislation and cannot be labelled as organic. 

 

2) Can Kombucha also known as "scoby" be certified as organic?  

Kombucha culture or scoby is a symbiotic colony of bacteria and yeast.  

Processed agricultural products for use as food and yeast fall under the scope of the 

EU organic legislation as set out in Article 2(1) of Regulation (EU) No 2018/848. 
Therefore, kombucha tea and scoby can be certified as organic provided that the 
rules for the production and labelling of processed food are complied with. 

Annex II part IV point 2.2.2. of Regulation (EU) No 2018/848 authorises the use of 
"preparations of micro-organisms and food enzymes normally used in food 
processing".  

If kombucha tea is produced by adding to organic tea a preparation of yeast and 

micro-organisms and enzymes, which could be considered as normally used in food 

processing, the beverage can be certified as organic. 
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However, if kombucha tea is produced by adding scoby (yeast and bacteria) as an 

ingredient, the scoby (as ingredient) has to comply with the production rules of 

organic yeast set out in Annex II Part VII of Regulation (EU) No 2018/848. If the 

rules on production of organic yeast are respected, the scoby can be certified as 

organic and added as an ingredient in the production of organic beverages. As a 

result, kombucha tea and scoby can be certified as organic, provided that the rules 

for the production of organic processed food are respected and complied with. 

 

3) Can the term "bio" be used on the label of detergents?  

The scope of the EU organic legislation is set out in Article 2(1) of Regulation (EU) 

No 2018/848 and covers unprocessed agricultural products and processed 

agricultural products for use as food.  

Detergents are not unprocessed or processed agricultural products for use as food, 

and as a consequence, detergents do not fall under the scope of the EU organic 

legislation and can be neither certified as organic, nor labelled or advertised using 

the EU organic logo.  

However, Article 30(1) of Regulation (EU) No 2018/848 provides that: "In particular, 
the terms listed in Annex IV and their derivatives and diminutives, such as ‘bio’ and 
‘eco’, whether alone or in combination, may be used throughout the Union and in 
any language listed in that Annex for the labelling and advertising of products 
referred to in Article 2(1) which comply with this Regulation." 

Moreover, Article 30(2) lays down : “For the products referred to in Article 2(1), the 
terms referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall not be used anywhere in the 
Union, in any language listed in Annex IV, for the labelling, advertising material or 
commercial documents of a product which does not comply with this Regulation.  

Furthermore, no terms, including terms used in trademarks or company names, or 
practices shall be used in labelling or advertising if they are liable to mislead the 
consumer or user by suggesting that a product or its ingredients comply with this 
Regulation.” 

Therefore, the EU organic legislation does not prevent the use of the terms that 

refer to the organic production method, such as "bio" or “eco”, in products not 

related to agricultural products or not in the scope of the EU organic legislation, or 

whenever not liable to mislead the consumers. 
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4) Can alcoholic drinks be certified as organic?  

In the European Union, alcoholic beverages having an alcohol content of more than 
15% volume are governed by Regulation (EU) 2019/787 (EC) (Spirit drinks 
Regulation). Furthermore, spirit drinks, like all alcoholic beverages, are considered as 
foodstuffs and are subject to general and sector specific foodstuff legislation.  

Article 2(1) of Regulation (EU) No 2018/848 sets out the scope of the EU organic 
legislation as follows: “This Regulation shall apply to the following products 
originating from agriculture, including aquaculture and beekeeping, as listed in Annex 
I to the TFEU and to products originating from those products, where such products 
are, or are intended to be, produced, prepared, labelled, distributed, placed on the 
market, imported into or exported from the Union:  

(a) live or unprocessed agricultural products, including seeds and other plant 
reproductive material;  

(b) processed agricultural products for use as food;  

(c) feed;  

This regulation also applies to certain other products closely linked to agriculture 

listed in Annex I to this regulation where they are, or are intended to be, produced, 

prepared, labelled, distributed, placed on the market, imported into or exported from 

the Union.” 

Spirit drinks are made out of ingredients of agricultural origin falling within the scope 

of Regulation (EU) No 2018/848. Therefore, spirit drinks can be certified as organic, 

provided that the processing of such foodstuff complies with the rules and principles 

applicable to the processing of organic food laid down in the EU organic legislation 

referred above. 

 

5) Can a fertiliser be certified as organic?  

No. Article 2(1) of Regulation (EU) No 2018/848 states the products which are in the 
scope of the EU organic legislation, and fertilisers are not included in this list of 
products and therefore cannot be certified as organic.  

However, they can be used as input in organic production and under Article 24(1) of 
Regulation (EU) No 2018/848, the Commission may authorise certain fertilisers for 
use in organic production and include them in a restricted list. Annex II to 
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/1165 lays down the list of fertilisers 
that can be used in organic production in the EU. 

In addition, Article 9(3) requires that " For the purposes and uses referred to in 
Articles 24 and 25 and in Annex II, only products and substances that have been 
authorised pursuant to those provisions may be used in organic production, provided 
that their use in non- organic production has also been authorised in accordance with 
the relevant provisions of Union law and, where applicable, in accordance with 
national provisions based on Union law ".  
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